DEKALB COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MEETING

February 20, 2025
Drainage Commissioners Present: Others Present:
Bruce Bell, II, Chair Glenn Crawford, County Surveyor
Kellen Dooley, Member Tyler Lanning, Lead Survey Tech
James A. Miller, Vice-Chair Troy Bungard, Survey Tech
William L. Hartman, Member Shannon Kruse, Attorney
Steve Kelham, Member Katie Rutan, Office Clerk

Rebecca Wright, Drainage Board Secretary

Guests:

Susan Sleeper-County Auditor

Deryck Jefferies-NIPSCO Utility

Tyler Peterson-IMP Utility

Dylan Melcher-IMP Utility

Joe Herendeen- J & C Acres Minor Subdivision

Chairman, Bruce Bell, called the Drainage Board Meeting for February 20, 2025, to order at 8:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The first item of business was the approval of minutes from the February 6, 2025, meeting. Mr. Bell
asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Steve Kelham motioned to approve the minutes as
presented, and Bill Hartman seconded the motion. Mr. Bell asked if there were any questions or
discussion about the minutes. Since there were none, he called for a vote to approve the minutes. The
motion carried. Mr. Kellen Dooley and Mr. Jim Miller abstained from the vote as they could not
attend the February 6, 2025, Drainage Board Meeting.

GENERAL DRAIN FUND DISCUSSION

Mrs. Susan Sleeper, County Auditor, reported that in 2020 the council approved the Surveyor’s
Office to borrow up to $1.4 million against the General Drain Maintenance Fund for reconstruction
projects. She added that money is only transferred when it is needed, so The Office only carried a
balance when it completed a reconstruction. She continued that to date, the Office had $897,923 left
to borrow for reconstruction projects. Mr. Hartman asked about a balance on the John Ketchum
Drain Number 334-00-0 Reconstruction Project, and Mr. Tyler Lanning answered that INDOT still
had to pay its share of the reconstruction cost. The Office expected that payment in July. Once
INDOT paid its share, The Surveyor’s Office would have $1,256,829.93 for drain reconstruction
projects.

Mr. Bell asked if the Board could increase the $1.4 million as construction costs had increased since
2020, and Mrs. Sleeper answered it could if the Commissioners would allow it.

Ms. Kruse added that the Office did not want The Board to use all the money for reconstruction and
leave none for maintenance. She also noted that this was done so that the Surveyor’s Office would
not have to incur the expense of bonds and pass that on to landowners. The Board questioned why
the amount was limited to 5% of the taxed amount, and Ms. Kruse read a portion of The Drainage
Code that answered the question.

The Board thanked Mrs. Sleeper for the information she provided.

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY ATTORNEY CLAIM
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Having a motion and a second, Mr. Bell asked if there was any discussion about the motion. Since
there was none, he called for a vote, and the motion carried.

The second utility permit was for Indiana Michigan Power and Tyler Peterson and Dylan Melcher
stepped to the podium to explain it.

Mr. Peterson stated he was the project manager; he and Mr. Melcher were designers for the Fort
Wayne team. He continued that IMP was installing new poles along County Road 60 beginning at
County Road 31. He asked Mr. Melcher, the site manager, to explain the details of the project. Tyler
Melcher specified that most of the poles were 40’ tall, but there was one that was much taller. He
added that pole replacement would commence at County Road 31 and conclude at County Road 35.
Surveyor Glenn Crawford asked when the project would begin, and Tyler Melcher answered, “In
April.”

Mr. Bell asked if there was any more discussion about the utility permit. Hearing none, he called for
a motion regarding the IMP utility permit at County Road 60 and County Road 31 through County
Road 35 in Auburn, Indiana, in Section 21 of Jackson Township on the Daniel Hursey South Lateral
2 Drain Number 48-82-0 and the Ellen Reed Miller Lateral Drain Number 151-43-0.

Councilman Jim Miller motioned to approve the NIPSCO utility permit, and Steve Kelham seconded
it. Mr. Bell called for a vote, and the motion carried.

MINOR SUBDIVISION

Moving the meeting to the J & C Acres Minor Subdivision, Joe Herendeen addressed the Drainage
Board and discussed the project in the southeast corner of County Road 68 and 327. He stated it was
a single-family residential subdivision. He did not foresee drainage issues with the parcel but was
happy to answer questions from The Drainage Board.

: he voted no_in he mem‘ i : .
Mr. Bill Hartman stated that the subdivision : last night® because someone could buy it
later and put a CFO (confined feeding operation) on it. Mr. Lanning clarified that this could only
occur in the event of a rezoning. Mr. Hartman added that the owner wanted to put a storage building
and horses at the location. Mr. Kellen Dooley asked if there were issues with drainage on the
property, and Mr. Lanning said there were not.

Mr. Bruce Bell asked if anyone would like to make a motion about the J & C Acres Minor
Subdivision in the southeast corner of County Road 68 and 327 in Garrett, Indiana, in the northwest
Y4 of section 34 at T33N and R12E in Butler Township on the Frank Yarde Drain Number 27-00-0
upon the favorable recommendation of the surveyor. Kellen Dooley made a motion to approve the
minor subdivision with the favorable recommendation of the Surveyor’s Office. Jim Miller seconded
the motion, and it carried by a vote of 4-1.

CONSENT AND WAIVER

Surveyor Glenn Crawford introduced the Consent and Waiver for Reconstruction stating it was for
the Bear Creek developer, Jeff Thomas. Mr. Lanning continued that The Board had discussed the
reconstruction of the Nowlin Rafine Yoder Drain Number 262-00-0 and the Nowlin Rafine Yoder
Lateral 2 Drain Number 262-02-0 at length in the past as it was a condition of approving the Bear
Creek X subdivision. He continued that a homeowner to the south side of CR 56 was experiencing
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specific case, a landowner to the south, as a reconstruction would alter the drain right-of-way on his
property.

Continuing with the Surveyor’s Report, Mr. Lanning asked Ms. Kruse about the Erwin Selke
Reconstruction. Mr. Lanning reviewed the history of the drain. Ms. Kruse urged The Office to type
an agreement between The Office and the landowner to the west of CR 17 that stated the Erwin
Selke could outlet under CR 17 as it had in the past.

DISCUSSION

Mr. Troy Bungard asked if he should pull up the Frank Albright Drain Number 14-00-0, but The
Board said their question had been answered: They knew it needed a bridge.

Mr. Bruce Bell asked about the drain maintenance and reconstruction interest earned and where it
was deposited. Mr. Lanning said Bill Hartman had come to the office to discuss the topic. The
interest was invested in a CD that matured in 2026. Members of the Surveyor’s Office, The Drainage
Board, and The Auditor discussed maintenance funding and drain interest at length.

Mr. Bell inquired about the current tax levy for the current year. He requested The Surveyor’s Office
report the amount back to the Drainage Board so it could decide if it should pursue increasing the
drain reconstruction loan amount.

Mr. Hartman asked if The Office would need more for drain reconstructions than it would have
access to in 2025. Surveyor Glenn Crawford said he would gather a budget for scheduled
reconstruction projects for 2025. He thought The Office could reconstruct part of the EP Griffin, the
Erwin Selke, and possibly work with a co-op to reconstruct the Ora Bohler. Mr. Miller commented
that landowners had asked him what their share of the reconstruction of the Ora Bohler Drain would
be. Surveyor Glenn Crawford said he would send him the information.

Kellen Dooley asked about “Zooming in” to Drainage Board meetings. He mentioned that
commissioners could attend via video chat when their schedules prevented them from attending in
person. He noted this method allowed them to vote on important items. Ms. Kruse replied she did
not know the answer to his question.

Referring to the Drainage Board Meeting on February 6, 2025, Mr. Hartman asked about the John
Diehl Lateral 5 Drain Number 45-05-0. Tyler Lanning reported that Kevin Aldrich had spoken with
him after the last Drainage Board Meeting and said he didn’t want to pay for it. Mr. Lanning told
him the drain would go to the bottom of the reconstruction list, which was the usual procedure when
a drain was recommended for reconstruction by a landowner and was not causing major flooding
issues. Tyler Lanning offered to look at the drain and advise Mr. Aldrich and The Board since
reconstructing the small portion of the drain tile Mr. Aldrich requested was inexpensive.

There being no further discussion, Mr. Bruce Bell adjourned the meeting at 9:46 AM.

)7 V’Z&CM QJA /;OAJZ

Bruce Bell, II, Chairman Rebecca Wright, ?jcretary
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